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State. And Arnold Schwarzenegger’s right. 
These fires are going to go out because of 
the bravery of the people behind us, but 
there’s still going to be needs and concerns. 

And the final reason I’ve come is to let 
you know, we’re not going to forget you in 
Washington, DC; that we want the people 
to know that there’s a better day ahead; that 
today your life may look dismal, but tomor-
row life’s going to be better; and to the extent 
that the Federal Government can help you, 
we want to do so. 

I do want to thank all the volunteers who 
have stepped forth to help a neighbor in 
need. There’s an impressive number of peo-
ple that have heard the call that one of their 
neighbors needs help. And for all of those 
who are volunteering their time to help 
somebody get their feet back on the ground, 
I thank you from the bottom of our Nation’s 
heart. 

May God bless those who suffer; may God 
bless those who are helping the people who 
are hurting; and may God continue to bless 
our country. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in Kit 
Carson Park. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. 
Gen. H. Steven Blum, USA, chief, National Guard 
Bureau; and Gen. Victor E. Renuart, Jr., USAF, 
commander, North American Aerospace Defense 
Command and U.S. Northern Command. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
First-Responders in Escondido 
October 25, 2007 

The President. Thank you all very much 
for letting us come by to say hello to you. 
I’m proud to be here with the Senator, the 
Terminator—[laughter]—do you still get 
called the Terminator? 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. Ab-
solutely, especially my wife. [Laughter] 

The President. You know why we’re 
here—Brian Bilbray, the Congressman from 
here—we’re here to hopefully inspire you by 
thanking you from the bottom of our hearts 
for what you do. I’m telling you, there’s a 
lot of folks that live up in these hills that 
have their houses because of you. And 
they’re not in a position to thank you, but 
we are. And so we thank you for helping save 

lives and save property. We thank you for 
serving our country. 

You know, one of the things I like to do 
is look in the eyes—to make sure you’re get-
ting rest, and I know you’re not. [Laughter] 
I hope there’s enough reinforcements com-
ing to make sure that you get your shifts so 
you can get some sleep, because the citizens 
are going to count on you for you awhile. 

These fires are tough, but you know better 
than anybody how hard it is. And so we’re 
here to compliment you on your courage and 
your compassion. I know you’re working in-
credible hours, and you’ve got family mem-
bers who wonder about you, and so one of 
the things that we can do is also hope you 
pass on our best regards to your family mem-
bers. I’m confident they’re inspired by you, 
but they’re wondering about your health and 
your safety. And so please, when you talk to 
them, tell them the President, the Senator, 
the Governor, the Congressman, but most of 
all, the folks here in the San Diego area and 
around the State affected by the fires are 
really appreciative. 

And finally, I’d like to ask God’s blessings 
on you and to protect you and guard you. 
Thanks for being great Americans. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:56 p.m. in the 
Ray Love Picnic Area at Kit Carson Park. In his 
remarks, he referred to Senator Dianne Feinstein. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Joseph Kabila of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
October 26, 2007 

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
back to the Oval Office President Kabila. 
Thanks for coming, sir, the President of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The last 
time the President was here, we talked about 
his desire to have free and fair elections in 
his country. Since that time, his country has 
had free and fair elections. And my first order 
of business today was to congratulate the 
President for garnering 58 percent of the 
vote. 

We talked about the need to work together 
to help consolidate the gains. We talked 
about the need to—for the United States to 
partner with the country to help on economic 
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